
 
 

 

Balanga, 05 March 2014 

 

My dearest and beloved graduates, congratulations! 

 

This is your fay, to0 special and very significant. This is your time, truly meaningful and very 

memorable. This is your moment, indeed unforgettable and very fruitful. 

 

Today is your graduation. How are you? How do you feel? Surely you are very happy, very 

fulfilled, and very excited. You are all very well prepared, also prim and proper. 

 

Have you asked yourselves what is this graduation for me? 

 

Graduation is to remember. Remember who brought you or sent you here, in this, noble school. 

Remember always how they waited and walked you home. Remember who welcomed you in this 

beautiful school, formed you, taught and molded you to be what you ought to be right now. 

Remember those who were with you during those four or six years, those who seated beside you, 

shared their snacks and helped you in your class projects and assignments. So, my dearest 

graduates, remember your parents, and when you remember them, recall their sacrifices and 

services so that you can accomplish and achieve what you want in life. Remember your teachers 

and remember their patience and their caring presence to impart with you their teachings, their 

time and their talents. 

 

Remember of all them. Remember them with gratitude in your hearts and good words from your 

lips. 

 

Graduation is to succeed. Why they sent you in this praiseworthy school? Why they instructed 

you day in and day out? They want you to succeed in life. They desire a better and brighter future 

for you. It is the desire of your parents to have a secured and stable life. Why your teachers do 

research, updates themselves and impart knowledge to you? They want you to be ready and 

equip to face the world, so that you can be formed, informed and eventually transformed to be 

better leaders of our society, of our country. And it is their joy that you can also follow their 

footsteps and eventually also surpass them. 

 



 
 

 

My beloved graduates, all of us want you to be successful. Also, all of us will do and offer 

everything we have and know so that you can attain your goal, fulfill your vision-mission in life. 

So don't give up. Don't lose hope. You are all valuable. You are made to go up, to move forward, 

to succeed. God makes you special. Your graduation is for you to be successful. Congratulations! 

Let me end my message to you with this anecdote. A young man has a dream. In his dream, God 

tells him 'go and build a better world. The young man replied, "how could it be? The world is total 

messed up." And God answered, "just build a better you!" 

 

My dearest and beloved graduates, your graduation makes you a better you. And now the world 

depends on you, better persons! 

 

Together with my graduation message is my prayers and paternal blessings for you, in the name 

of the +Father, of the +Son, and of the +Holy Spirit. 

 

Most Rev. RUPERTO C. SANTOS, DD  

Bishop of Balanga and Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines Episcopal Chairman for the 

Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People 

 

 

 


